
Wind Farm Living EDUCATING THE LAWYERS Series 

Lesson 9: Noise Compliance is a Furphy 

A compliant wind farm will always emit nuisance noise.  
 
Because 90% of the noise you hear is above the compliant 
“limit”.  
 

40dbLA90(10min) means 90% of the noise is above 40dB. 

90% of the noise is, therefore, a potential nuisance.  

Wind farms will always claim compliance for noise.  

They never tell you 9 out of 10 hours at night are  
above the “limit”.  

They never admit there is no maximum noise level in 
a compliant “limit”.  
 
 
An LA90 is a statistic – not a noise level.  
 

Statistically, noise nuisance occurs in a compliant 

“limit” because the nuisance is hidden in the noise 

spikes behind the LA90 calculation.  
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• 90% of the noise is above the LA90 level.   

• The red line (LA90) is the statistical 

calculation level  -  the “compliance limit”.  
 

 

Inaudible Nuisance 

Sometimes the nuisance is inaudible – so an 

LA90 statistical level is irrelevant.  

Inaudible infrasonic pulsations and ground 

vibrations are not heard by the ears but felt by 

the body. 

 The Lal Lal Wind Farm claims it is compliant for noise. 

Yet, the Diary of a Wind Farm Neighbour, (a mum) writes 

about the nuisance she and her family experience from 

this so-called compliant wind farm. 

It appears that her accounts relate to both audible and 

inaudible nuisance…. Here are her stories:   
 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100076188588061 
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